
Welcome & Market Comment 

Issue 38

Over the years we have been hearing more and more about energy efficient homes, eco-
friendly environments and sustainable living. There are a small number of these builds in the 
rural market, but could there be a movement into the new subdivisions and urban suburbs?

We recently had Bob Burnett, award winning architect, present to our team his new and 
recently awarded “10 Star” rated concept homes. Bob and his team have developed the 
very first 10 Star rated home in Australasia, demonstrating careful, thought-through design, 
utilising new building products that are eco-friendly and create sustainable homes. They build 
homes that are not only extremely cost effective to run, but will deliver warmer, healthier, 
sustainable, quake safe and comfortable living with long term savings.

In markets overseas, homes are considered and valued based on their design and sustainability 
with the likes of the star rating. Many of these homes won’t be able to go on the market unless 
they have a specific rating or may have to be renovate to achieve a higher rating. Also in many 
cases the building codes support and are adjusted to ensure that new building standards are 
challenged, to bring into the market these new concepts and improved living qualities. For 
New Zealand, it makes real sense that we follow these changes to improve our own home 
living standards in what can be a harsh climate.

From a real estate perspective, a well-designed quality home of modest size is a better sales 
proposition and easier to sell and gain a premium value than a large low spec construction. 
We are seeing and experiencing the value people put on good insulation, double glazing, solar 
heating and good building standards, so perhaps we are not too far away from taking up these 
better more eco-friendly and efficient building systems.

To find out more about  
10 Star Rated homes  
go to www.10star.co.nz. James Twiss 
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Harcourts, New Zealand’s largest real estate 
company, has launched its first national 
marketing campaign in 8 years by reminding 
Kiwis they are with them all the way.

The campaign, which debuted with 60-second 
TV slots screening via social media and on 
TVNZ and Sky TV along with digital advertising 
across key websites, is themed around the 
catchphrase: “With you all the way.”

The ad campaign showcases one couple 
moving through several homes as their family 
grows and then contracts again as grown-up 
kids leave home. Through it all the family buys 
and sells their homes with the same Harcourts 
sales consultant.

Harcourts NZ CEO Hayden Duncan says “The 
story we tell in the campaign helps us celebrate 
not only those relationships we build, but the 
depth of experience and knowledge our team 
has, that allows us to do the best job for our 
clients.

“It also reflects our place as New Zealand’s 
Most Trusted real estate brand, which is 
incredibly important to us, he says.

“We pride ourselves on being an innovator 
in our industry, so it seems the perfect time 
to present our story to as many people as 
possible.”

“Harcourts is an ambitious company with an 
insatiable appetite for moving forward, but also 
one that connects extremely strongly with its 
clients.

“We think together we’ve created something 
that represents all that Harcourts stands for.”

Article courtesy of www.harcourts.co.nz
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1. Soak the newspapers in water and stuff all three 
tyres full, one sheet at a time.

2. Place the corrugated iron on top of the bricks or 
telephone books, wrap it in silage/heavy plastic so 
that the liquid doesn’t touch the metal.

3. Put the first stuffed tyre on top of the corrugated 
iron. Put an old sack or carpet inside to make a 
sort of nest for the new worms.

4. Fill this bottom tyre with bedding material (ie horse 
manure, rotting peastraw, compost) and then tip 
the worms in. Cover immediately with a thick layer 
of wet newspaper. Now put the other two stuffed 
tyres on top.

5. Feed regularly with kitchen scraps by lifting up the 
newspaper. Make sure the farm is kept moist to 
the touch. Always replace the newspaper to keep 
it dark.

6. Keep the worms and bedding covered with damp 
newspaper, plus an old sack or carpet (also 
damp). Place your lid on top of the tyre stack to 
prevent fly problems.

Worms can be purchased at your local garden 
centre. For more information on Worm Farming email 
mcwastebusters@clear.net.nz or visit zerowaste.co.nz

Article courtesy of www.zerowaste.co.nz

Weekend Gardening Project: DIY Worm Farm

The secret of a great garden starts with healthy soil, 
and for healthy soil you need worms. The kids will 
love this project, so head outside this weekend and 
give it a go.

You will require:
• Old carpet or sack if available (optional)
• Phone books or old bricks
• 1 piece of corrugated iron - 600mm x 600mm
• Small piece of silage wrap or similar
• 3 car tyres of similar size
• Something suitable as a lid
• 35 Saturday newspapers
• 1 container such as an old pot or bucket



Belfast
804 Main North Road  

P: 03 323 6045

Hanmer Springs
12a Conical Hill Road

P: 03 315 7084

Kaiapoi
154 Williams Street 

P: 03 327 5379

Rangiora
15 Good Street  
P: 03 313 6158

Pegasus
116 Pegasus Boulevard

P: 03 920 3030

With Labour Day, Show Day and Christmas fast 

approaching many of us will be making the most 

of the long weekends and will head out of town to 

go camping. Living where we do we’re spoilt for 

choice on where to camp - from the mountains 

to the sea, lakes to rivers, we really do have the 

best back yard! To help you with your camping 

adventure we’ve found some great camping tips 

which save time, space and make the whole 

camping experience enjoyable, with a focus on 

kid friendly.

1. Take a lilo or inflatable mattress for the kids 

beds. Kids love camping so get them to help 

blow up a lilo/inflatable mattress when you’re 

setting up camp. When it comes time to pack 

up they deflate down to almost nothing, saving 

space, especially good for when you pack too 

much in the first place and struggle to fit it all 

back into the boot of your car. 

2. Roll your clothes. This is something most 

intrepid travellers do anyway to reduce crinkles 

in clothes and save pack space, but this idea is 

brilliant for kids. Grab a plastic storage bin, roll 

a top (t-shirt), underwear and bottoms (shorts/

pants/skirt etc) together, then place in the bin. 

This is the kids camping clothes drawer, and 

they simply take out a “roll” which is their outfit 

for the day.

3. Camping food station. If you have a spare 

over the door shoe organiser, take it camping, 

hang it and use it for storing your cutlery, tea 

towels, salt/pepper, tin opener, bottle opener etc.

4. Foam floor pieces. If you’ve got small children 

that might be playing in your tent/awning take 

some foam floor pieces. They add comfort, 

they’re durable and light weight and the kids 
won’t get so cold when playing on the ground.

5. Camping food. Everyone loves toasted 
marshmallows around the camp fire, or BBQ. 
But for a slightly healthy treat try this: split some 
banana’s open lengthwise, then stuff in some 
chocolate drops, chopped nuts or whatever 
takes your fancy then grill on the BBQ.

Whether you’re tenting, caravanning, staying 
in a cabin or a holiday house it’s great to get 
in touch with nature and enjoy this fabulous 
country of ours. Here are a few of the popular 
camping spots within a couple of hours drive of us:

Akaroa, Ashley Gorge, Duvauchelle, Geraldine, 
Gore Bay, Hanmer Springs, Kaikoura, Motunau 
Beach, Lake Sumner, Lake Taylor, Lake Tekapo, 
Leithfield Beach, Okains Bay, Peel Forest, 
Woodend Beach.

Camping tips for the long weekends ahead.

Whilst all care has been taken to ensure accuracy in preparation of the particulars contained herein, no warranty can be given and interested parties must therefore rely on their own enquiries

Article courtesy of www.kidsactivitiesblog.com


